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Abstract 

Background and objectives: In today’s urbanized world, the preservation of the environment and urban green spaces has 
become a major concern for citizens and governments worldwide. This study aims to emphasize the importance of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and charitable foundations in the reforestation and afforestation of vegetation cover. Using 
a comparative approach, the study examines global and Iranian experiences and evidence, and reviews executive and functional 
records in the field of natural environments, vegetation, and green spaces through library surveys, internet research, and 
inquiries made to domestic and foreign institutions and organizations. 
Methodology: This study introduces some of the most significant charitable foundations and NGOs in the field of nature and 
environmental protection worldwide. These organizations, mainly based in the United States and England, have completed 
their education and entered the stage of implementing initiatives for the restoration of local forests, world forests, forestry, 
environmental protection, increasing biodiversity, climate change, and other related topics. Additionally, the study examines 
the forest reforestation and afforestation goals and implementation methods of the most important charitable foundations in 
countries similar to Iran, including Armenia, Turkey, and Lebanon, as well as different countries such as China, South Korea, 
Norway, Germany, Brazil, and Canada. The study also describes the activities of internal organizations such as Nature, Pama, 
Roostagol Varjin, and Algan, and analyzes their significant actions and measures taken. Finally, the role of certain charities 
that have taken action in restoring and developing vegetation in the country is discussed. 
Results: The results of this study showed that among the countries similar to Iran, the “Tema” Institute in Turkey, with a 30-
year history at the national and international levels, has carried out significant activities in the fields of forest restoration, 
education, climate studies, and biodiversity. Among different countries, the “Terra” Institute of Brazil has also undertaken 
important measures in the fields of reforestation, wildlife return, and vegetation restoration, aiming to restore the region’s 
forests, environment, and promote sustainable rural development over a period of 20 years. Among domestic institutions, 
Roostagol Varjin has made a significant contribution to the reforestation and afforestation of vegetation and urban green spaces. 
All these institutions and foundations share common goals in their field of activity, and through the support and participation 
of these groups together, the great goal of vegetation reforestation and afforestation can be realized. Therefore, it is not possible 
to determine which activity is superior; all of them are necessary in society. In fact, for the development of this task globally 
and even within a country, we need a powerful society, and a powerful society requires the participation of more people, and 
the grounds for this participation must be provided. 
Conclusion: To improve the status and activities of NGOs, several measures can be taken, including providing information 
and training, strengthening environmental advertisements on radio and television, expressing environmental problems, and 
providing banking and legal facilities for these organizations. Additionally, introducing native species for planting in each 
region, empowering local communities, establishing research units and experts in the field of reforestation and afforestation, 
and promoting communication between NGOs, donors, and the government are the most important management measures for 
restoring and developing vegetation at the national level. 
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Table 1. The most imprortant charity and NGOs in the world 

Name of institution  Country  
Established 

year  
Main objective Performed activities and currently working 

Nature Conservancy 
United 
States 

1951  Saving natural lands  
Solving the problems of natural resources, biodiversity, protecting forests and increasing the level of 
urban green spaces, stopping afforestation in tropical forests, restoring of forest lands and publishing 
specialized publications. 

Conservation International 
United 
States  

1987 
Protecting important biodiversity spots 

in the world 
By utilizing research and groundbreaking scientific advancements, we can prevent environmental 
destruction and climate change, while also protecting over six million square kilometers of land and sea. 

Greenspace England  1971  Creating a green future for earth  Fighting climate change, protecting the environment, and increasing forest area by planting trees. 

Environmental Defense Fund 
United 
States  

1967 
Using science, economic and law to 

solve environmental problems  

4 million hectares of land were protected to preserve rare species. Environmental measures were 
implemented to solve more critical problems in some areas, and tropical forests were protected and 
restored by planting trees. 

Earth Day Network 
United 
States  

1970 
Mobilizing people to plant trees to 

combat climate change  
The campaign aims to end plastic pollution through training, webinars, workshops, and supporting 
environmental laws in America. 

Plant a Tree for $1 
United 
States  

1984 Help to restore the world's forests 
Planting trees in 28 countries from all over the world (North and South America, Asia, Africa and 
Europe), habitat preparation, planting in greenhouses or local areas and continuous monitoring of 
planted seedlings. 

Cool Earth England  2007  
Helping the local and indigenous 

communities of the rainforest 
Creating businesses that promote sustainable development in the environment to protect and revive 
forests by implementing preventive measures against rainforest fires. 

Trees for the future 
United 
States  

1989  Creating a green forest 
Over 25,000 farmers worldwide were trained to plant, maintain, and protect various trees over a four-
year period, resulting in the planting of over 260 million trees. 

Trees, water, people 
ted Uni

States  
1998 Dealing with deforestation 

Local communities can protect natural resources, manage ecosystems, plant trees, increase forestry, and 
safeguard trees for the economy and society. 

International Tree Foundation England  1929  
Preservation of Earth's life by planting 

trees 

Working closely with local communities in Africa and England to plant trees, create sustainable 
livelihoods, and address environmental issues. Additionally, programs are created to provide education 
and establish nature schools. 

Neighborhood Forest 
United 
States  

2010 
Reducing the carbon impact of the 

United States and Canada 

Beautifying neighborhoods and instilling love for nature in children, planting trees, donating free 
saplings during Earth Week to children, youth and families in America, and working in schools, 
libraries, and local groups. 

Inga Tree 
United 
States  

2007  Stop the destruction of rainforests 
The use of Inga trees, which fix nitrogen in the soil, reduces deforestation for agriculture while 
maintaining soil fertility. 

Woodland Trust England  1972 
Protection and restoration of forests 

and trees 
Planting trees to revive degraded areas, expand native forests, and restore ancient forests that were 
damaged or destroyed, while also creating habitats for trees and improving weather conditions. 

Trees for Life England  1993  
Restoration of upland forests in 

Scotland 
Restoring forests in the region and promoting people's participation in nature conservation, wildlife 
development, and related research projects. 

Trees for Cities England  1993 
Planting trees on a national and 

international scale to improve life 
Local communities can combat climate change by planting trees and creating sustainable 
neighborhoods. 
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Table 2. Characterastics of some people's institutions in studied countries 
General characterastics Type of activity   

Country 
The name of the people's 

institution 
Established 

year  

Forest and 
rangeland 
protection  

Tree planting and 
green space 
development  

Protection of 
endangered species  

Environmental 
protection  

Education 
and 

promotion  

Climate 
change  

Other activities  

Armenia  My forest Armenia  2019 -  �  -  �  �  -  
Nursery and greenhouse restoration, 

forestry and forest restoration  

Turkey  Tema  1992  � � � � � �  
Production of invitation cards and 

decorations  

Lebanon  
Friends of nature for a 

better environment 
1970 � � � � � �  Development of international relations  

China  Friends of nature  1994 �  �  �  �  �  �  -  

South Korea  
Korean federation for 

environmental movement  
1993  � � � � � � -  

Norway  Norwegian forestry group  1898  � � � � � � 
International consulting services and 

holding educational workshops 

Germany  
German environmental 

aid 
1975  � � � � � � Creating green yards in schools 

Brazil  Terra  1998  � � � � � � -  
Canada  Tree Canada 1992  �  �  -  �  �  �  -  
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Table 3. Non-governmental organizations studied in Iran 
General characterastics Type of activity 

The name of the 
people's 

institution 

Established 
year  

Forest and 
rangeland 
protection  

Tree planting and 
green space 
development  

Protection of endangered 
species  

Environmental 
protection  

Education and 
promotion  

Climate change  Other activities  

Nature  1997  - - - � � - -  

Pama  2011  � � � � � � 
Participation of local 
communities in local 

organizations  
Roostagol Varjin  2014  �  �  �  �  �  -  -  

Algan 2018 -  �  �  �  �  -  -  
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